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STUDY COURSE DESCRIPTION

STUDY COURSE Investments Options for SMEs

DURATION 32

[ RESPONSIBLE INSTRUCTOR: | |

STUDY COURSE ANNOTATION: The course is devoted to the investment opportunities available
for small and medium enterprises in Latvia. The content of the course covers the most important and
actual aspects related to investing and trading considered from the SMEs’ point of view: taxation
related to investing and trading, transaction costs, infrastructure and process of investing, features of
financial instruments available for investing, advantages and disadvantages of commonly used
financial markets. After the course the representatives of SMEs will have vision of investment
opportunities in Latvia, understanding of advantages and disadvantages of investing in different
financial markets, knowledge about taxation in the context of investing, and insight in the process of
investing. The peculiarities of accounting are excluded from the course.

STUDY COURSE AIM AND TASKS:
The aim of the course is to highlight the investment opportunities for SMEs in Latvia.
To achieve the aim of the study course the following tasks are worked out:

to learn the features of foreign exchange, stock and bond markets, advantages and
disadvantages of investing in these markets;

to learn the features of basic derivative financial instruments available for SMEs and
their advantages and disadvantages;

to learn the principles of investing and trading in different financial markets;

to review alternative investment opportunities for SMEs in Latvia;

to learn the particularities of the Latvian taxation law in the field of investing and
trading for SMEs.

STUDY COURSE THEMATIC PLAN

No. THEME Duration (academic hours)

1. Introduction to investing and trading. Risks related to investing 2
and trading. Common requirements of the Law in the context of
taxation and investing/trading.

2. Foreign exchange: features, advantages, disadvantages, 4
transaction costs, taxation, how to start investing.

3. Stock market: features, advantages, disadvantages, transaction 4
costs, taxation, how to start investing.

4, Bond market: features, advantages, disadvantages, transaction 4
costs, taxation, how to start investing.

5. Options market: features, advantages, disadvantages, transaction 4
costs, taxation, how to start investing.

6. Futures market: features, advantages, disadvantages, transaction 2
costs, taxation, how to start investing.

7. Review of other derivatives: CFD, ETF, DR 2




No. THEME Duration (academic hours)

8. Review of alternative investment opportunities: passive 2
investment, PAMM accounts, investment management, crowd
funding, etc.

9. Introduction to investment strategies, hedging, diversification 4
and portfolio management.

10. | Investing and trading technique: introduction to fundamental and 4

technical analysis.

Total: 32
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Foreign exchange
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Stock market

1. Praude, V. (2010). Finansu instrumenti, 2.dala. Riga: SIA “Burtene”487 Ipp.
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Review of other derivatives
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Review of alternative investment opportunities

1. Kozlovskis, K., Bistrova, J. (2016). Investiciju finanSu instrumenti. Riga: RTU
Izdevnieciba 120 Ipp.

Introduction to investment strategies, hedging, diversification and portfolio management.

1. Praude, V. (2010). Finansu instrumenti, 2.dala. Riga: SIA “Burtene”487 Ipp.

Investing and trading technique: introduction to fundamental and technical analysis.

1. Praude, V. (2010). Finansu instrumenti, 2.dala. Riga: SIA “Burtene”487 Ipp.

THE STUDY COURSE SCHEDULE AND ORGANISATION
Teaching language: Latvian.
Duration of one academic hour is 45 minutes.
Lectures are organized as a two-academic-hours lectures each day.

THE STUDY COURSE REQUIREMENTS
o final presentation of the solution on a given investment goal
e at least 70% of successfully solved tasks & assignments

THE STUDY COURSE EVALUATION RESULTS

Evaluation criteria

. Evaluation
Learning outcomes
method 40-69% 70-89% 90-100%
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Understands the
Lack of subject-related
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SKILLS (ability to apply knowledge, commu

nication, general skills)
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analyze a specialized
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specialized
literature, but
encounters a
difficulty in
understanding some
details

Is able to read and
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